Suggested Pre and Post Selma Activities
Activity Objectives:
· Students will understand the causes of the Civil Rights Movement of the 1950’s and 1960’s

· Students will examine the use of non violence as a strategy to end segregation and discrimination in the United States
· They will understand that the movement had many players, both black and white

· They will understand how the use of non violence in Alabama led to the passage of the Voting Rights Act of 1965
These activities are to be completed before viewing, Selma.

1.—Whole Group Instruction:  Explain to students that African Americans were second-class citizens.  Many had limited options when making choices about their lives.  They couldn’t live where they wanted, even if they could afford it.  They also faced segregation and discrimination in education, employment and in the judicial system.  Most importantly, many were prohibited from voting.
Explain that several groups organized to make sure that the federal government (president, congress and federal courts) protected the rights that were given to African Americans in the U.S. Constitution.  Even though these groups worked for the same objective, they used different strategies.  We will focus on those groups that used non violent civil disobedience and direct confrontation.
2.—Students will read, Civil Rights Movements Facts, orally.  Make sure that all of the vocabulary is understood.  

3.—Students will predict what will happen at the march and cite the reasons for their predictions.  Allow students to discuss their predictions and reasons with each other.
4.—Use a map:  Identify the southern states where segregation was the law.  Focus on Alabama.  Remind them that the following occurred in Alabama:

· Rosa Parks refused to give her seat to a white man and was arrested for breaking the law.  Her arrest resulted in the Montgomery Bus Boycott.  Dr King was called in to lead the struggle in Montgomery.  The boycott resulted in the desegregation of seating on the buses.

· The Children’s March—Children marched and filled the jails in Birmingham.  Their march resulted in the desegregation of lunch counters in Birmingham.

· The Sixteenth Street Baptist Church was bombed in Birmingham and four little girls were killed.  The nation was outraged.

· The March from Selma to Montgomery

5—Students will select the names of Civil Rights workers (provided). Instruct them to watch for their activist in the movie. 

These activities are to be done after viewing the movie.

 6.—Students will write a bio poem about themselves (See bio poem template and examples)  
7.--Students will research their activists and use the information gained from their research to write a bio poem about him/her.

8.—Students will use the bio poems to compare themselves with their activist.  Were there any similarities?  Differences?

9.—  Students will think about the movie, select a scene that resonated with them, and do the following: 

· Describe the scene.  Write all the details that they can remember about the scene.

· Use adjectives to describe how the scene made them feel.

· Explain why.
10—Students will report out.

11—Discuss:  What does the saying, “History repeats itself” mean to you?  Are their similarities between the events of 2014-15 and the events of Alabama in 1965?  Explain.
